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Do most Americans know that? I
hope they do because when we then ask
them the question later: Now that you
know what is really in the bill, what do
you think about it? When you recog-
nize some of the other ideas that were
brought forward, not only to reopen
schools, but to target the money, to
focus on helping small businesses,
those were the things that we wanted
to do, trying to put some guardrails
and limitations in place, like the pre-
vious CARES Act bills did, which is
why they were all bipartisan.

But when you look at these expendi-
tures, and then you recognize that
there is no money requiring schools to
reopen. But our border is wide open
right now and if someone comes over
legally, they will get a check. That is
a concern to a lot of people.

So, yes, look at the bill. The Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act, it did go through
committee. It did have markups and
hearings. And, in fact, it yielded a
great benefit to every American. Every
income group benefited from the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act. And, as the gen-
tleman knows, the income group level
that benefited the most by us cutting
taxes were the lowest income, because
we rebuilt our middle class because of
that bill. We made America competi-
tive because of that bill.

And in this bill that passed yester-
day, with a bipartisan vote against it,
there was tucked away language that
prohibits States from cutting taxes.
Explain what that has to do with
COVID.

If you are a State, every State will
get money from that bill. Again, Cali-
fornia gets over $40 billion, even
though they have a $10 billion surplus.
But if a State tries to cut taxes, they
actually get penalized in the bill. Peo-
ple are aghast when they hear that. It
just came out yesterday.

What does that have to do with
COVID?

Why wasn’t this a targeted relief
bill? It was because one side wanted to
close the process out and just go it
alone and push a socialist agenda that
has nothing to do, or little to do, with
COVID relief.

I yield to the gentleman from Mary-
land.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I don’t think there
is a socialist agenda on this floor, any
more than I think there is a fascist
agenda on this floor. And we hear so-
cialist. When Gingrich was here it was
liberals. Now it is socialists; trying to
distract from substance, trying to in-
flame.

It wasn’t socialists that stormed the
Capitol, and they weren’t carrying
Biden signs, they were carrying Trump
signs.

I am tired, Madam Speaker, of this
socialist drivel. First of all, I think a
lot of them don’t have the faintest idea
what socialism is versus dictatorship
or authoritarian regimes.

And the schools weren’t reopened
when we took over. Trump was Presi-
dent for 10 months.
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The gentleman apparently wants to
say in this bill, open the schools no
matter what. We don’t care what your
locals say. We don’t care what your
PTAs say. We don’t care what your su-
perintendents of schools say. Open the
schools because we mandate it.

I don’t think that is what the gen-
tleman, Madam Speaker, in the past
has stood for, mandating what States
do. Now maybe he thinks that we
ought to take over the local education
systems and tell them to open. We
didn’t do that.

What we did was, however, gave them
$130 billion, over time—he is right, not
immediately—over time to spend to
make those schools safe; make their
ventilation systems safe for kids; make
the accommodations in the schools safe
for kids and teachers and parents who
go there.

So, Madam Speaker, we get dis-
tracted by these assertions of some
sort of ideological patina that reso-
nates with the right wing in America.
And we can do that, or we can talk
about substance.

Yes, I mentioned Americans over-
whelmingly said that the substance
that we had in this bill was what they
liked. So, I would hope the Republican
whip would talk about the substance of
these bills.

We can have differences. But over
and over, in the newspapers and on this
floor, the socialist agenda resonates in
your polls. It resonates in some of the
districts; we saw that. It was not true.

Social Security was called socialist
when it was adopted; Medicare, as well;
Medicaid certainly, socialist, efforts to
try to lift people up.

And when the gentleman tries to
make an analogy to a bill that sent 83
percent of $1.5 trillion to the top 1 per-
cent in America as being a bill to help
the middle class, and working Ameri-
cans, boy, that is a stretch, Madam
Speaker.

Now, I want to go back to the sub-
stance of what the gentleman has
raised. We want to see us working to-
gether. I see my friend from Texas on
the floor. He and I have had these dis-
cussions.

It is a shame that we accuse one an-
other of this epithet or that epithet
and try to put one another in a corner.
I lived through the Gingrich era, and
that was almost the entire rhetoric
that I heard from the floor all the
time.

But if we are going to do that, it is
going to be because people really do
want to work in a bipartisan fashion.

There was discussion—I know for a
fact, I was here, and I saw President
Obama try to work in a bipartisan
fashion on the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. Yes, he put his bill
on the floor—excuse me—not on the
floor, he put it on the table.

And I heard the meetings at the
White House. I heard the meetings here
when the Republicans said: Well, he
didn’t try to talk to us; he put this bill
on the floor before he even talked to
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us. Not on the floor, on the table. I
know because I was sitting there in the
room when President Obama was try-
ing to reach bipartisan agreement.

Zero Republicans, three in the Sen-
ate, helped on the American Recovery
Act, which kept us out of depression.
And I wasn’t surprised that we had zero
on this reconciliation bill, and I wasn’t
surprised that it changed from the six
votes previously, where Donald Trump
said this bill is okay; I am going to
sign it; because nothing could have be-
come law without him signing it. And
Republicans voted overwhelmingly, in
most cases, for it.

But now that we have a Democratic
President, they have decided to return
to the “‘no” votes that they cast on the
Recovery Act, on the Affordable Care
Act, which has helped millions and mil-
lions of people, and so many other
pieces of legislation.

I would urge, my friend, Madam
Speaker, to, when we say we want to
work in a bipartisan way, let’s try to
do it. It is worth doing.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, it is
worth doing. Again, that is why you
had a number of Republican Senators
go to the White House to offer that
olive branch. They were turned down,
and that is unfortunate.

On this bill, clearly it wasn’t just Re-
publicans who voted against it. It was
a bipartisan vote in opposition. I hope
that is not the model. And that was the
point.

Thirteen of 14 bills have come to the
floor under a rule so far; didn’t even go
through committee. Let’s get back to
that collegiality. Let’s get back to
bringing bills to committee, having the
committees actually work in person so
Members can have the ability to have
those conversations and come and find
common ground, which has happened
in the past, and it surely can happen
again now. I hope we can get to that
point soon.

I yield to the gentleman to add any-
thing else.

Mr. HOYER. I have nothing to fur-
ther to say, Madam Speaker.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

——
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NEVER STOP SAYING HER NAME

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, 1
year ago this Saturday, a young couple
in my hometown of Louisville were in
bed when their door was broken down.
The terrified couple leaped for cover,
and the man, a licensed gun owner,
fired a single shot toward the men
busting into his home, hitting one in
the leg.

The intruders responded with a bar-
rage of gunfire so wild that it not only
killed the woman but narrowly missed
a b-year-old in another apartment.

There is no mystery about the kill-
ers’ identities, yet they remain free.
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That this is unjust, tragic, and an
abomination should be beyond debate.
Instead, it is hardly unique in America
for two reasons, because the Kkillers
wore badges and their victims were
Black.

One year later, we are still demand-
ing justice for Breonna Taylor, for her
grieving friends and family and aching
community and country.

Until this horrific story stops repeat-
ing, until we can say that, in America’s
policing and justice system, Black
lives truly matter, we will not stop
fighting; we will never stop demanding
justice for Breonna; and we will never
stop saying her name.

—————

POPE FRANCIS’ TRIP TO IRAQ

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to share the most important
news of the past few days, which was
not Oprah’s interview with the Duke
and Duchess. In fact, it was Pope
Francis’ historic trip to Iraq and his
extraordinary meeting with Grand
Ayatollah al-Sistani.

Greeted by a release of white doves,
Pope Francis, age 84, and the Grand
Ayatollah, age 90, met for nearly an
hour at the Grand Ayatollah’s simple
home in the city of Najaf. Together,
they reinforced the Pope’s and Islamic
leaders’ renewed formal and joint com-
mitment to human fraternity.

The Grand Ayatollah reinforced his
belief that ‘‘Christian citizens should
live, like all Iraqis, in peace and secu-
rity and with their full constitutional
rights.”

In the aftermath of the undisputed
victory by the Iraqi, United States, and
allied forces over the murderous ca-
liphate of ISIS, the Pope’s visit gives
validation to the future of Iraq and its
historic cultural and geographic roots
of the three Abrahamic religions.

To the people of Iraq, we American
citizens pray for safety, prosperity, and
peace for you and your families.

——

YOUNG AMERICANS CHANGED
CONVERSATION ON GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. JACOBS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACOBS of California. Madam
Speaker, today, the House passed H.R.
8 and H.R. 1446, two bills to enhance
background checks and promote gun
violence prevention.

As a millennial, I am a member of
what is known as the Columbine gen-
eration, a generation that grew up in
the shadow of gun violence and school
shootings.

When violence came to our Capitol
on January 6, congressional staffers
barricaded themselves into a con-
ference room and hid under furniture
because it is what they learned to do in
years of active-shooter drills.
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It is time for that to change, and this
is the start. Today, I rise to honor the
young people who called us here to act.

From Steele Canyon to Bonita Vista,
students in San Diego have organized,
protested, and marched for their lives.
I have been so inspired by them and
young Americans across the country
who have fundamentally changed the
conversation on gun violence.

Because of their activism, we finally
passed commonsense legislation that
will save so many lives.

I was proud to support these bills.

———

CONGRATULATING WICHITA STATE
UNIVERSITY MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

(Mr. ESTES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Wichita
State University men’s basketball
team and their head coach, Isaac
Brown, for winning the America Ath-
letic Conference regular-season cham-
pionship. This is the Shockers’ first
AAC championship after joining the
conference in the 2017-2018 season.

The Shockers ended their regular
season with an overall 15-4 record after
ranking seventh in the AAC preseason
poll. WSU now enters postseason play
as the No. 1 seed.

I am so proud of these men who have
displayed perseverance on the court
during this challenging year, and I
know they will continue to make Wich-
ita and Kansas proud.

I wish them the best of luck as they
compete this weekend in Texas during
the AAC men’s basketball tournament.
Go Shox.

———

GREEN-LIGHTING A BORDER
CRISIS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker,
after good results and success in recent
years of defending and controlling our
border, the Biden administration has
turned on the green light that is seen
all the way to Central America for im-
migrating here illegally, giving us the
Biden border crisis.

It is not a matter of asylum, as asy-
lum can be sought in Mexico. Con-
tinuing the trek to the U.S. border
shows it is really about employment
and economics.

Meanwhile, as our citizens struggle
with unemployment and the shutdowns
from COVID, the Biden border crisis
has subjected border States, like my
State of California, to COVID outbreak
risks from those bypassing our laws.

This begs the question: Whose side is
the Biden administration on, America’s
unemployed and COVID high-risk vul-
nerable or foreign interests for poli-
tics?
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Indeed, it doesn’t seem like they are
on the side of Americans, and we are
given, after less than 2 months, the
Biden border crisis.

—————

BORDER CRISIS IS A DANGER TO
AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ROY) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to follow up on the remarks of
my friend from California, who just
noted the crisis we have at the border
and the danger that that puts the
American people in, and not just the
American people, but the immigrants
who seek to come here.

I rise today, in particular, to bring
the public’s attention to that border
crisis, which my friend rightfully rec-
ognized is being driven by that guy
who runs that outfit over there.

Now, I do not mean, in saying that,
the Secretary of Defense, Lloyd Austin.
I know who he is. I mean that other
guy who runs that outfit over there,
down Pennsylvania Avenue, and that is
the President of the United States.

I say this because the President can-
not possibly have any idea what is
going on because no American Presi-
dent entrusted with the safety and
well-being of the United States and her
citizens would purposely empower car-
tels or would purposely empower ille-
gal organizations to harm American
citizens for profit, to flood our streets
with dangerous fentanyl and narcotics,
to cause high-speed chases like the
ones that have occurred in the district
I represent, where Americans are in
danger, or the murder of Americans
through wide-open borders. No Amer-
ican President would purposely do
that, would they?

No American President would pur-
posely lie to immigrants and cause
them to get raped and abused on long,
dangerous journeys across the desert,
upon the promise of amnesty, for crass
political purposes. No American Presi-
dent would possibly do that, would he
or she?

No American President could be so
callous, so indifferent to the lives of
Americans and immigrants who seek to
come here, that he would allow his
staff and the Secretary of Homeland
Security to lie, repeatedly, to the
American people that there is no crisis
at our border.

No American President would do
that, so no American President could
know that this is happening and take
that position, could understand what is
happening and then ignore it, could un-
derstand what is happening at the bor-
der and then deny it and encourage it
through reckless policies.

No, that guy who runs that outfit
over there cannot possibly know what
is happening at our border because no
American President would do that.

But I assure you, we Texans know;
our neighbors in other border States
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